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1.O. BACKGROUND

On 13d May, 2025, a Ilill entitled "'lhe Copyright and Ncighbouring Rights
(Amendment) E1.11,2025" was rcad for thc llrsl tlmc and was in accordance wlth
Rulc 135 oI the Rulcs of Procedurc, rcfcrrcd to Lhc Committee on Legal and
Parliam-n1arJ Aflairs lor s, rulinJ.

2.O. OBJECTIVES OE THE BILL

The object oI the Bill is Lo amend the Copyright and Ncighbouring Rights Act,
Cap. 222 lo

(a) domestlcate the CopyrighL 'Ircatics of Lhc World Intclloctual ProperLy

Organisatron such as-

(i) Berne ConvenLion lor thc Protcclion ol l,iterary and Artistic Works
(1886), which is thc Ioundational intcrnatt>nal allreement on
copyrighI protection Thc Bcrnc Convcntion cstablishcs the

ciplc oI 'nationai trcatmcnt," mcaning that forcign auLhors
ervc the same protcction as domcstic authors. It also providcs for

utomatic protcction of works wrthout thc need for lorma]
gisLration, and iL ouLlincs the minimum Lcrm oI protcction, mora.

crcaLors rcciprocal rights within

rights, and the scopc of cxclusivc nghLs granted to authors.
Domcstication of Lhis convenlion cnsurcs that Ugandan law aligns
with thcsc global prrnciplcs, Lhcrcby salcguarding Ugandan croators'
works ab
Uganda;

road and granting forc

(ii) the World Intcllectual Propcrty Organjzation (WIPO)Copyr t 'Ire ty

r works in thc digital spacc. It grants

(1996). This trcaty addresscs thc challcngcs poscd by the digital
environmcnt, particularly thc protcction of works and the rrghts oI
authors in thc context of drgrtal fi)mmunications. It sets out
oblgations conccrning tcchnological protccLion mcasurcs and rights
managcmcnt informaLion t\4,o arcas csscntial for <xrmbating digital
ptracy and cnsuring LhaL authors rcccivc larr rcmuncration in thc
online markctplacc.

(iii) Thc WII,O Perlormanccs and Phonograms Treaty (1996) which
strcngthcns thc rrghts oI pcrformcrs and producers oI phonograms,
especially in rclation to t
them exclusivc rights Lo Lhorisc rcproductlon, , and
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making availablc of thcir pcrformanccs and rccordings, both oIfline
and online. lt lurthcr rmposcs obligations on mcmbcr statcs to
provide adequatc lcgal protcction and cffcctivc lcgal remcdies
against the circumvcntion of Lcchnological mcasurcs uscd by right
holders.

(i") the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances (2O12) grants
performers in audrovisual works such as actors and musicians in
films and tclcvision cconomic rights ovcr thc usc oI their
pcrformanccs, as wcll as moral rights to bc crcdlted and Lo object to
distortions that prcjudice their repuLatron. 'lhis represenLs an
important expansion in thc rccognition of performers' righLs in
Uganda.

(v) the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works
for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print
Disabled 12O13) which rcquircs mcmbcr stales to provide
cxceptions to copyright rulcs, allowing the production and cross
borjlerr exchangc of acccssiblc lormat copies o[ works. lts
omcstication will cnablc Ugandan insLitutions and organisations to

legally rcproducc books and othcr litcrary \Drks 1n acccssiblc
formats without inlringing copyrrghL, Lhcrcby promotin
and access to in[ormaLion;

unncccssarily complicatcd or cosLly

("i) thc Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects oflntellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS), which forms part oI the World Tradc ()rgantzaLtorl
framework. TRIPS sets comprchcnsrvc mlntmum standards for the
protecLron and cnlorccmcnL oI intcllcctual property rights, including
copyright and rclaLcd rights, and mandatcs Lhat member states
adopt cnlorcement proccdurcs Lhat arc fair, cquiLable, and not

g rnclusion

IulI1n

compliance with its intcrnational obLigations buL also positrons Lhc
country as a relablc partncr in global intcllccLual property prolcction. This
ahgnmenL is likcly to Iostcr cross bordcr Lradc in crcativc works, aLtracL
Iorcign investmcnt in Ugandas crcativc industrres, and cnhancc the

By incorporating thcsc Lrcatics, thc Bill not orrty b.jngs Ugan6a

compeLiLiveness oI Ugandan crc tors in intcrnational markcts

u"1r,
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(b) provide for Lhe protoction oI copyright and Ncightxruring rights in Lhcir usc
and exploitation Lhrough Lhc intcrncL, onlinc scrviccs, and oLhcr
tcchnoiogical mcans;

(c) provide lor the management and cxploitation of orphan works;

(d) provide for the regulation of exploitatlon conLracts;

(c) strcamlinc thc rcgistration oI collccting soclcLrcs wr

3.O. METHODOLOGY

In thc proccss of analyzing the 8i11, thc Commitlcc

I

ii
iii
iv

v1

vir
viir

ix
x
xi
xii
xiri

a) inLeracted and rcccived mcmoranda lrom;
Thc Ministrl ol.Justicc and ConstrLutional Affairs;
The Offico of thc Attorncy Gcncral
The Minisrry of Gcndcr, l,abour and Social Dcvclopmcl-rt
Uganda Registratron Services Bureau (UIRSB).

Law Dcvclopment Centre
Centre for Law and Emcrging Technologrcs
Uganda Communication Commissron (UCC)
National InlormaLion Tcchnologr Authorlty (NI'l A-U)
Uganda Law Socicty
I'lon Kiyaga Hil1ary, MP of Mawokota North Constltucncy
Hon Rachcl Magoola, Woman MP, Bug\\rcri l)istrict
Uganda Performing RighLs Society (UPltS)
Uganda National Musical FcderaLion (UNRll)

b) revicwcd the following rclcvant documcnts;
(i) 'l'hc Copyright and Ncighbourrng Rights Act, Cap.222

L Trcaty, 1996(ii) The World lntcllcctual Propcrty Organis.rtion Copyr
(iii) Thc Court Rulings

indusLrlcs and job

4.O. NEED FOR THE BILL

Copyright is a form ol intellcctual propcrty rrght LhaL protects original works oI
authorship including literary, scicntilio and arLisLic works. A functioning
copyright law facilitaLcs crcaLivity and lnnovation, \,!,hich lostcrs acccss Lo

knou,lcdge and rnlormation, tcchnology transfcr, dcvek)pmcnt oI culture
att)n

3
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Thc Copyrlght and Ncighbouring RrghLs Acl, Cap. 222 ts lhc law that governs the
rccognilion and protcction of copyrighL and ncighbouring rights in Uganda. The

Copyrlght and Ncighbouring ltighrs Act commcnccd in August,2006 and \\'as
cnacLcd to replacc thc prcvious CopyrrghL Act, Cap. 2 15 (2000 Revrsed Edition,
Laws o[ Uganda).

'lhe AcL proLccts crcators of original works by granting thcm the sole right to
produce or rcproducc any substanLral part oI thc work in any form, lo pcrlorm
Lhc \\.ork in public or, iI thc uork is unpublishod, to publish thc u'ork or any
subsLantial part oI jt. Copyrlght protccts only Lhc [orm oI cxprcssion of ideas, not
thc ideas themselves. Ideas, conccpts, proccdurcs, mcLhods or other Lhings of a
similar nature are noL be protecLcd by copyright and ncighbouring rights Act.

Copyright givcs the owncr oI qrcrks both oconomic and moral rights. Economic
rrghts allow rlght owncrs Lo dcrivc linancial rcward lrom thc usc oI their works
by othcrs. Moral rights allow authors and crcators Lo lakc certain acttons to
prcsorvc and protcct thcir link wiLh lhcir work. I lowcvcr, thcsc rights are subject
to ccrtajn excmptions and limitations. Thcsc limitalions includc fair usc, public
benelit !r,orks, compulsory liccncc and a<)ccss by pt:rsons u,ho arc bhnd. vrsuall

anges

ragcd innovation and

(1886), thc World

v
impaircd, or otherwise prrnt disablcd

Duc Lo thc passagc of Limc, tcchnologrcal advanccmcnts and innovation,

administration of Collecting Socletres. These inadequacics havo incrcascd

havc occurrcd in thc modc of content creation, drslribulion and cxploitation
u,hich t'crc not cnvisagcd in thc prcscnt Act. Thls has made the provisions in
thc Copyright and Neighbourrng Ilights Act to bc inadequatc. li-or instancc

(a) the Act docs Dot providc [or thc cnforccmcnt mcchanisms agalnsL onlne
piracy and unauthoriscd cxploiLaLion, modcs of rcmuneraLion of
pcrformers in addition k) Lhc onc ofl paymcnt and Lhc rcgulation and

the piracy of copyright protccLcd works and disc
creativity in the copyrighL industry

(b) The Act has becn allcctcd by advanccmcnt in tcchnology and rnnovation
rvhich has changd thc modc oI contcnt crcaLion, dlsLriblLtron and
cxploiLaLion which is not adcquatcly providcd Ior in thc AcU

(c) 'lhc Act is not aligncd with Uganda's intcrnaLional obligations as provided
in internaLional trcatics acccdcd to by Uganda rclating to copyright under
thc World IntcllecLu.rl ProperLy Organisalion that is thc Bcrnc ConvcnLion
lor thc Protcction of LiLcrary and Artistic

L
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lntellcctual Proporty Organtsation Copyright Trcaty 1996, thc World
Intellectual Propcrty Organisatron Pcrlormanccs and Phonograms Trcaty
1996, thc Bcijing'lrcaty on Audio-visual Pcrformanccs (2012) and the
Marrakesh 'lrcaty Lo lracililatc Acccss to Publishcd Works for Persons who
Are Blind, Visually Impaircd or othcr$'isc Print Disablcd (201 3) so that the
above treatres can have forcc of law in Uganda.

(d) lMhereas the currcnL law has provisions againsL piracy of protcctcd works,
thc law docs not providc adcquatcly for rcgulaLion or control of onLne
exploitation, online piracy, or unaulhorizcd distribution oI works over Lhe

internet, social modia, or streaming platlorms.

(e) Lhe current copyrrghL law does not providc nor empowcr Lhe llegistrar to
issue take-down ordcrs, blocking or obstruction, among othcr mcasurcs
of inlringing online content. Furthcr, tho RcgisLrar ol Copynghl docs not
havc adcquaLc cnlorccmcnL powcrs agarnsL infrrngcmcnl, ospccially onlinc
infringemcnt;

(f) Whereas Lhc currcnt law providcs for mandatory wrrttcn contracts lor
cxploitation of rights, assignmcnts or liccnscs; rcgrsLration ol thesc
contracts, assignments or Iiccnscs is not mandaLory.'lhe non-mandatory
rcgistration of contracLs, asslgnmcnts or liccnscs has led to grossly unfair
terms, exploitation of rights hoidcrs, and challcngcs in tracklng
owncrship.

(g) Whercas owncrs of righLs arc cntrLlcd 1.o rcmuncration f
under Lhe current law, digital rcver-ruc stroams from thcir works such as
callcr ring-back Loncs arc unrcgulatcd, with no standard rcm ncraLion

1r rks

ctures, and

model;

(h) Whcreas Lhc Rcgistrar of Copyright is thr: rcgulator oI Coll

ansparcncy, govcrnancc

ectlng SocieLies,
Lhe Registrar has limiLcd auLhorrty Lo intcrvcnc in disputcs or governance
failures rnvolving collecLing socletrcs bccausc thcsc disputcs are relerred
Lo Lhc arbitraLion and conciliation fora, which the Ilcgislrar is not able Lo

ofler. These socictics handle signilicanL sums of money collcctcd from
users of rrghts but oltcn lack tr
accountability to thcir mcmbcrs;

(i) Furthcr, cnlorcement oI mpyrights and ncighbourrng rights through civil
remedies undcr Lhc current law is rcsLricted ro insti ting civrl proceedin

....: Yu-i



in Lhe Commercial CourL (scction 44 (1) oI thc Act) which limits the scope
oI Lhe adjudication mechanlsm lor thc cnforccmenL of copyriShts and
ncighbouring rights. Thus, thcrc is nccd Lo amend thc Act to cxpand thc
jurisdiction lor obtaining civil rcmcdics to thc Fligh Court gcncrally and Lo

provide for quasi judicial proccsses rn disputc scLtlcmcnt related to
copynght and neighbouring rights;

5.O. CHANGES PROPOSED IN THE BILL

The Copyrrght and Ncighbouring Rights (Amcndmcnt) Ltill,2025 intends to
address the problcms idcnrilicd abovc, in ordcr to cnsure rcwards to creativity
and innovation; compliancc with intcrnalional lcgal obligatrons; enhancc
cconomic bcncfits including employmcnt opportuniLies u,ithin thc intcllectual
propcrty value chain; IosLcr innovatt)n, crcatrvity, cducaLion, knowledge and
access to information; and improve tho rcgulation oI the sector and market
Uganda on the global spacc

Thc Copyrrght and Neighbourrng Rights (Amcndment) BiU,2O2
provision lor thc following gcncral matLcrs

roadly makes

a to cDsurc

, such

(a) amend thc Copyright and Ncighbouring Itights Act, to strengthen
the AcL in light oI tcchnologjcal advanccmcnts arrd global best

comprchcnsivc global proLcctron for works in thc digital
environmcnt and protcction for vulncr.rblc gruups likc pprsons with
disabilirit s; /

_ =_ /___'.

(c) strengthen cnforccmcnL mcchanisms against infringement oI
copyrighLs and ncighbouring rights, including onlinc conLcnt,
through crimrnalising unauthoriscd acccss, cxploitatton and pira.1
and cnablc mcchanisms b idcnl.ily and shut dou,n inlringing
contcnt;

practiccs;

(b) domcsticatc intcrnational treatics acccdcd 1o by Uga

(d) enhance rcmuncratt)n mcchanisms for thc creative indu
as bcncliLs from call back ring Loncs;

(e) provido lor bctLcr compcnsation bcyond thc modcl of "onc off
payments" and crcatc systcms for cquitable sharing oI revcnuc

5



(l protcct orphancd works whosc owncrs are unknown, untraccablc,
or unavaiJablc, whilc balancing Lhc righls oI thc copyright holder
and enabling access and explorLaLion oI orphancd works.

(g) prohiblts mcasurcs that are aimed at clrcumvcnLing tcchnological
protection measurcs and penalises any person who bypasses ditjital
locks or dislributcs crcumvenLlon too1s.

(h) Expands thc cxccptions to lair usc undor scction 14 ofthc principal
Act to includc the transcription olworks into acccssiblc formats and
use oI onlinc k)arning cnvironmcnLs, improving acccss for disabled
individuals and educational instituLions. Thc purposc of this
amendmenL is Lo domcsticatc thc Marrakcsh'lreaty to FaciliLate
Access to PuLrished Works by Pcrsons who arc
Impaired or Olherwisc Print Disablcd,2013.

generated lrom thc usc o[ thcir work, particularly in the drgrtal
rcalm; and

BLn , Vrsually

(i) Makes additional rcgulaLion on rr:prographic copying dcr thc lair

pcriod of thrce months cxccpt whcrc a hccnsing schcmc cxists

use cxccptions by limiting rcpro!:raphic copying oI passagcs lrom
publishcd litcrary or musical work Lo no morc than fivc pcr cenl oI
thc published litcrary or musical work.rt any onc Limc or wiLhln a

The provision also declarcs Lcrms of licenses that
rcprographic copying to lcss than 5%o to havc no lcgal cffcct

rc ct

Spccifically, Lhe Bill introduccs Lhc lollowing nc\\'matLcrs

"technological protoction mcasurcs."; see clquse 7

3

(.'t1'"

(a) Introduces nen, dclinitions such as "accossiblc lormat
"anonymous work," "bcncficiary pcrson," "<lrphan works

copy,"
and

(b) Introduces new catcgorics of litcrary works such as novels, stage
directions, and cncyclopacdias. Furthcr, works such as translations,
adapLations, and cxprcssions oI l<rlklorc arc Lo be exphcitly rccogniscd
as dcrivativc works, cnsuring protcction lor traditional knowlcdgc as
fheir own form of intellcctua] propcrty asidc from copyright; see clause

I



(c) Dxpands thc duration of copyright protcction lor computcr programmes
and photographic works from fifty ycars to thc lifc Limc o[ thc author and
anoLher 50 years like all othcr proLcctcd works; see clquse 4

(d) Introduces a rcqurremcnt for thc rcgistration oI transactions involvrng
assrgnments, licenccs and transfcrs with thc Ilcgistrar oI Copyrighr
wrthin sixty days ol signing such contracts. 'lhc provision further
rcquircs that non rcgistration rcndcrs thc transacLron voidable and such
LransacLions to bc in wriling ; see clause 5

(e) Imposes a maximum duration [<rr li<tncc, assignmcnts and contracts aL

20 years and lntroduccs a rcqurremenL for Lhc reverslon oI the author's
rights at thc cnd of thc transfcr or assignmcnt pcriod; see clause 6 ,
proposed. section 73A

(0 'lhe Bill introduccs an additional pay to producers and performers of a
sound recording or audio visual fixation lor every commercial use oI
such works including broadcasting and public pcrlormances. See
cla1ase 9

(g) The Bill introduccs a rcquircmcnL for al] contracLs rcl.rLing to Lhe

exploiLation of thc rights, such as publishing, public pcrlormancc, and
broadcasting, bc in writing and rcgistcrcd with thc RcgisLrar oI
Copyright. Non-rcgistration rcndcrs thc conLracts voidablc. See Clause
10

(h) 'lhc Bill inLroduces lixed rcmuncration raLcs for caller rlng-

s oI thc copyright conLcn

t Copyright

ack toncs,

See

rtain

ensuring fair compensation and disLribution among auLhors,
performers, tclccom operalors, and aggrcgators. This will address Lhe

remuneration gaps Lhat cxist in the cxploitation oI callcr ring back Lones,
cnsurc lair romuncration lor thc on,rtcr
clause 7 7, the proposed sectioa 39A

(r) 'lhe Bill enhanccs thc powcrs oI Lhc llcgistrar oI Copyright

uring rights by Lh

and scLtlc disputcs rn copyright rcgisLraLion, conLract and collccting
societies. This will ensure eflcctivc rcgulation and adminislration oI
copyright and neighbo
clduse 72 of the Bill

c See



l) 'l'he Br11 specifies thc jurisdicLion for scLllcmcnL ol copyright dispuLcs Lo

Lhe High Court, rathcr than limiting iL to thc Commcrcral Court. Thc
purpose oI thc amcndmont is to cmpowcr thc various circuits oI the FIigh
Court in Uganda to hcar and dctcrminc copyright relatcd disputes. See
clduses 73 @nd 79

(k) 'lhe Bill enhances thc pcnalLies for copyrighl inlringcmcnt signjftcanLly,
u,ith fines noL excccding t\ro thousand fivc hundrcd currcncy points and
a Lerm of imprisonmcnL not cxcccding tcn ycars or both bcing proposed
for various olfcnccs. Thc proposcd amcndmcnt is intcndcd to provide for
deterrent pcnaltics lor copyright inlringcmonl and prracy. See clouses
74, 75,76 dnd 78

(1) TheB l seeks to cnhancc thc prolection oI rrghts and copyrrght works in
the digital environmcnt, empowcr thc Rcgistrar oI Copyright to issue
Lakc down ordcrs Lo online platforms that host inlringing conLcnL and
ensure compliancc by digital plat[orm opcrators
proposed section 49A

See clquse 7 7, the

(m)The Bill provrdcs that a pcrson conviclcd oI infringemcnl oI copyright
works bcars thc costs oI scizurc, sLoragc and dcstruotion oI i ngrng
matcrials. See clause 18

(n)Thc Bill providcs that a pcrson allcgrng rnfringcmcnt ol copyright works
produces a certilicatc ol rcgistration Ior Lhc works. See cl(ruse 77, the
proposed section 49A

(o) Thc Bill strcamlincs Lhc rcgrstralion ol collccting socicties with the
Registrar oI Copyright by rcducing Lhc numbcr ol mcmbcrs required Lo

rcgister a collccLion socicty [rom 30 to 2; see cl.ru,se 20 of the Bill

(p) The Bill expands thc functions oI collccting socictics to include Lhe

mandate to collcct and pay royaltics Lo iLs mcmbers or any oLhc er
See clduse 27 of the Bitl

(
lq) 'lhc Bill pr,,viclcs L,r thr hulding ol annual gcnnral me, ting oI co ctlng

socictics with a vlew Lo promotc Lransparcncy, accounLabihLy and good
governancc among Lhc collccting societics. See

{ 'i.a'[t

9
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6.0. OBSERVATIONS, FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

This part of the rcport considcrs Lhc provisrons being amendcd, thc proposcd
amcndmcnts made to thc provisrons, thc cllcct of thc amcndmcnts, including
the provisrons' legality, cllcct and ollcctivcncss in light ol othcr provisions of the
princjpal Aot, iI any, Court decisrons, the mischicf 1t inLcnds to cure and views
and memoranda reccived from slakeholders. Thc part is classificd in thematic
arcas thc Bill proposcs Lo amcnd, aftcr which a rccommcndaLion is stated.

6.1. Ilrtroduction of netlr de{initions

Clausc 1 inserts the lollowing ncw dcfinitions undcr section 2 oI Lhe Copyright
and Ncighbourrng Rights Act, Cap 222. (Lcl) "acccssiblc lormat copy,"
"anonymous work," "bcncliciary pcrson," "orphan works," and "tcchnological
orolcction measurcs."

Justification

Thc justification lor rnscrling thc ncw dcfinitions is to align thc Act with
international trcaties, such as Lhc Marrakcsh'lreaty to Faciljtatc Acccss to
Pttblishcd Works by Pcrsons who arc Blind, Visur.rlly Impaircd and OLhcrwise
Print Disabled, 20 I 3 and thc Boijing Trcaty on Audio visual Ircrformanccs, 20 I 2,
Lo cnsurc bro
cnvironment.

ader acccssibiliLy and protccLion against inlringcmcnt jn thc

Whcrcas thrs amcndmcnt is csscntial, rn Lhc dcfinrlion of thc phr VCNL

a tcchnological mcasurc", thcrc is nccd to cnhance thc undcrstanding of the
phrasc "circumvent a lechnological protccLi
amounts to "tcchnologrcal protcction mcasurc"

on mcasurc" by

mcasu

fining what

any clfecLiveIt is undersLood lrom common usagc Lhat a technological
tcchnolo$/ that, eithcr controls acccss to a copyrrghL-protcctcd work, or rcstricts
thc rcproductlon or sharing oI a copyright protccLcd u()rk. This dc[inition should
bc inscrtcd for case of undcrstanding. In Lhc samc vcin, lor consisLcncy and to
harmonisc thc dclinrtron oI the phrasc "circumvcnt a technological mcasure"
rvith its usagc in the proposcd scction 134, thcrc is necd Lo dclotc thc word
"effective" bccausc iL is sublective and inscrt Lhc word "protection" bctwccn thc
words "technology" and "mcasurc" whcrcvcr Lhc phrasc circumvent a
tcchnological measurc" is uscd.

FLrrLhermore, thcrc is nccd lor clarity as to whcthcr orphan \{.orks rnclude works
publishcd by an anonymous pcrson or undcr a pscudonym in thc dcfinition ol
Lhc phrasc "orphaned works. lL should bc scction 12 (4) ol thc

tr
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principal Act allows and oflcrs protccLion to a pcrson who publishos any works
by an anonymous person or under a pseudonym.

'lhe Bill delincs "orphan u,orks" 1o mcan works protccLcd by copyrighL but whose
aulhor or copyright owner cannot be idenriiicd or lound. By infcrcnce, a person
who publishes any works anonymously or undcr a pscudonym la1ls squarely
within the delinition oI orphan works as proposcd in Lhc llill sincc Lhat person
cannot be identified. Thrs bcgs thc qucstion as Lo whcthcr thc dcfrnrLron of
Orphan work
a pseudonym

includes a pcrson who publishcs any,,vorks anonymousl under

Recommendation

The Committee recommends that the definitions proposed in the Bill be
aligned with the manner in which the words and phrases are used in the
Bill and the principal Act

6.2. Duration of protection of computer programmes and
photographic works

Clausc 4 oI the Bill sccks to amcnd socLion 12 of thc Act, by repealing
subsccLlons (6) and (7) to dolctc Lho duration oI protcction oflcrcd to copyrighted
works and to strcamlinc the duratrcn of <npyright protccLion lor computcr
programmcs and photographic works in linc with thc provisions oI t11e World
Inlcllcctual ProperLy Organisation Copyright Trcaty, 1996. _ _ [ '

CurrcnLly, scction 12 provlclcs drfferent cluration lor protcction oI %ipyright
bcLwccn compulcr programmcs and photographic works and othcr rl,orks..
scction 12 (1) protects tho economic rights olLhc auLhor ofworks for the duration
oI thc lilc timc oI Lhc auLhor and lor filty ycars altcr his or hcr dcath, computer
programmes and photographic \\o.ks are protcclcd under subscction 6 and 7 of
seclron 12. In thc casc of computcr programmcs, i1's 50 ycars from thc date of
making Lhe computcr programmc avarlablc Lo thc public and in thc case of
photographic works, Ior 50 ycars from Lhc d.ttc ol making Lhc work.

Thc dclction of seclion 12 (6) and (7) will thcrcforc harmonisc thc protcction
oflcrcd for protected works as rcquircd by thc World InLcllcctual Property
Organisation Copyrrght 'lrcaty, 1996. This'lrcaty cmphasrzcs Lhat such works
shall be protcctcd like all othcr copyright works, as opposed Lo the currcnt

1

o OI amcprovisions which limit the duraLion of protccLi
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'l'hc Committee was informcd by Uganda Parliamcntary Irorum lor Creativc
Industries that the provisions oI scction 12 (5) arc no longcr an intcrnational and
industry practicc and oughL Lo be amcndcd.'lhc provision in qucsLion relates to
thc protcction grantcd to sound recordrngs whorcin section 12 (5), the duraLion
oI protection is 50 years from thc date thc rccordrng is made public. According
to Lhe Uganda Parllamcnlary Forum for Crcativc IndusLrics, thc pcriod of
protcclron ln mosL countrics is 7O ycars and this is thc standard in 73 countrics.

'l'he AG and URSB rcjccLcd thc proposal to havc Lhc tcrm of protcction incrcascd
Irom 5O years Lo 70 years, reasoning Lhat incrcasing thc pcriod oI protcction n ill
dclcr dcvelopment by delaying thc frce usr: of copyright in sound recording. 'lhe
URSB opincd that undcr inLcrnational trcatrcs, cach country is empowcrcd to
dctcrminc its lcvel oI protcction, dcpending on iLs lcvc1 of developmcnL-

'fhc Committec has considcrcd thc proposal to incroasc the tcrm oI protcction to
70 years and agrccs wiLh Lhc rcasoning of Lhc AG .ind UItSl3 for rejccting the
proposal. The Committee Iound counLrics likc Lhc Unttcd Kingdom, Australia,
USA, New Zcaland and Canada offer protqction for 70 ycars for sound recordrngs-
Thc CommiLtec noles that all thc counLrics thaL havc 70 year protcction arc all
dovclopcd. No African country protccts sound rccordlngs for 70 ycars, mcaning
LhaL the proposal for 70 years has not ycL atLaincd $,ide sprcad application to bc

{"-

dccmcd an intcrnational bost practicc

Recornmendation

In light of the aboae, clause 4 do stand part ol the Bill tttithout
dmendment. The Conmittee Jurther reconnends thdt the proposal to
incredse the protection gtanted to sound record.ings jrom 50 ge@rs to 70
gears should be rejected and insteod, Gouernrnent should studg the
proposdl jurthet in order to address the concer','s of sound. record.ers and.
prod.ucers.

"i ent, trarsfer or5.3. Requirement to register contracts
licence

as

Clauscs 5 and 1O oI tho I3ill sook to amcnd scctions 13 and 34 oI thc principal
Act $,ith a provision Lhat imposcs an obligation to havc all contract oI
asslgnmcnt, Ijccnce or translcr to bc in wriLing and rcgrstcrcd with Lhe Regislrar,

..-.

0 days oI cxccution and failurc to rcgistcr, ders thc oontracwiLhin 6
voidablc.

\---J-
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Accordrng to the Ministcr and Uganda licgistraLron Servtccs Bureau, thc
amendmcnt is intcndcd to rcmcdy thc unfair cxplorLaLlon of rrghts holders in the
creative industry and it \\,i11 furthcr ftrstcr thc commcrcialisalion oI copyright and
ncighbouring rights.

Thc stakcholdcrs who prcscntcd vicu,s and mcmoranda on thc Bill, mcluding the
Uganda ParlamcnLary Forum lor Crcatrvc Industrics, thc National Culture
Forum, Uganda Rcproduction Rights Organisation, Uganda Pcrlorlning llights
SocicLy, Uganda Fcdcration oI Movic Industry, riUhts holdors Association, Hon.
Magoola and Hon. Kiyaga, all objcctcd to thc proposal for rcgistration of contracts
and assignmcnts agrccmcnts lor rcasons that

(a) thc provision is impracLical cspccially wherc thc rights are conLracled k) a
Iorcign cntity which uses on-iinc and standard forms conLracls such as
thosc providcd by Tik Tok, You'IUBD and other platloims whcrc on-linc
contcnt is distributcd which providc virtual conLracts. In such a matLer,
the provision will affcct thc contracting and asslgnmcnL oI rrghLs, thereby
shutting Ugan

The stakeholders who objccted Lo the proposals in claus
that-

da oll from inLornaLional invcstors and thc onlinc
commcrciahsation oI thc crcativcs

(b) The Bill contravcncs thc provislons oI artrcle 5 (2) of c Convention
and arLiclc 2O oI thc World Intcllcctual Propcrty
Pcrlormanccs and Phonograms Trcaty 1996, which thc
domcsticate, thaL prohibit thc impositron oI formalitics
cnjoymcnt and cnforccmcnt oI copyright works.

Organisation
Bill sccks to
on both thc

(cJ 'l'hc Bill conLravcnos scction 3 {2) of thc principal Act which provides thal
the protcction oI works of thc author shall not bc subjcct to any formahty.

c 5 and 20 proposcd

(al the requiremcnL for mandatory rcgistration should bc rcmoved;

(b) ltcgistration should br: voluntary and inccnLivcs must bo providcd to
cncouragc rcgisLration.

(c) Contracts of assignmcnt or liccncc Lhat arc not rcgistcrcd should not bc
voidablc.

(d) CourLs and thc rcgistrar should bc cmpou,.crcd to rejecl Lo rcgjslcr or
cnforcc contracts LhaL conlain Llnfair or unconsclo

f--- c ."r-(.
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Tho Committee has cxamincd thc proposal and thr: vicws oxpressed by the
stakcholders and finds LhaL Lherc is nccd lor balancrng oI rights to cnsurc
adequate proLection oI thc auLhors lrom cxploitation.

Thc Committec observcs Lhat tho rcquiromcnt to rcgistcr agrccmcnts is in itsclf
nol an infringemenl oI intcllccLual propcrty organisation framc\,1,orks. The
Committee finds thaL the rcquircmcnt to regisLer contracts oI assignment, licensc
or transfcr docs not contravcnc thc Bcrnc Convcntion as allcgcd by various
sLakeholders. Thc Bcrnc Convcntion, cspccially nrLiclc 20 oI Lhc World
Inlcllcclual Propcrty Organisalion Pcrforman()s and Phonograms Trcaty only
providcs for the Protection and cnjoymcnt oI copyright as an automaLic right,
which principle is maintaincd in the provision.

'l'he Committcc finds that thcrc is no inLornaLional Lrcaty that rcgulatcs contracts
in copyright and countrics arc lrec k) dcvisc mcans oI protccting thc perlorming
arts. Thc proposal in thc Br11 is thorclorc onc such proposal intcndcd to protect
thc copyrighf or.r,ners. Thc CommitLcc linds fhat Lhc rcquircmcnt to rcgistcr
contracLs oI assignmcnt, Iiccnsc or Lransler should bc supportcd sincc rt wrl1
protcct stakeholders from abusc and will creatc a comprchcnsivc database for
rights dcterminaLion protccting all partics involvcd and increasing Lhc viability
ol copyright lor commcrc jalisation

Recommendation

In light of the dbore, the Committee
contrq.cts ol o'ssignrne,1.t, tro.nsJet or
proposed. in the Bill.

recommend.s tho.t registrqtion ol
licence should. be rndintdifled. o.s

5,4. Reversion of copyright to author

Clausc 6 inserts a new scction 13A in thc principal AcL to providc lor rcversion
ol rights alter 20 ycars back to thc author.

'lhc provision requircs that an author can assign, Iiccnsc or translcr his rights
to any person lor a perrod oI20 ycars and alter that pcriod, Lhc rlghLs will rcvcrt
back to Lhe author. 'Ihis proposal is intcndcd to protccL authors oI copyright
u'orks lrom thc conscqucnccs o[ thcir inurdvr:rt<]nt translcr of rights through
Iraudulent assignments.

'Ihc CommiLLee notcs that whereas this provisron
stakcholders Lhe Committcc rnLcractcd wit h

is wcll intcntioned, the
ding thc Uganda
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ParliamcnLary Forum for Crcativc Induslries, thc National Culturc Forum,
Uganda Rcproduction Rights Organisation, Uganda Pcrforming ll1ghts Socrcty,
Uganda FedcraLion oI Movic Industry, rights holdcrs Associalion, Hon. Magoola
and l{on. Kiyaga, all objcctcd Lo thc provision on the lollowing grounds-

(a) The provision r,r,ill lrustratc frccdom of contract and unlawlully dcprivcs
copyright owners thc lull utilisaLion ol thcir rights;

(b) Thc provision risks fragmcnting thc rights owncd by thc individuai rights
owncrs in copyright works and will ricny cach party thc right, on thcir own,
b individually license and iully utilisc its rights in thc copyright.

(c) thc provision will curtail invcstmcnLs in thc crcative rndustry srnce some
crcatjves, such as lilm, music and tclcvision, the invcstors can only geL a
return on invostmcnt aftcr a long pcriod oI Lime through hccnsrng and
syndication, somcLimcs cvcn altcr 20 ycars. In somc crcativcs, tho
copyrrghL gains morc valuc as iL agcs. 'lhcrcforc, capprng thc pcriod at 20
ycars may mcan thaL invcsLors will noL bc ablc to rccoup thcrr invcsLmcnts
in rhe sraLurory pcriod prcscribed in Lhc Bitl. e$NrYq .

The Committce obscrvcs Lhat whcrcas thcrc is nocd to curtail cxploiLation of
copyright owners through unfair q)ntractual tcrms, thc proposa] to cap any
contract oI assignmcnt or liccnsing at 2O years will advcrscly allcct thc indu
as indicaLcd by thc industry playcrs

l'hc CommiLLcc Iirrds Lhat Lhc cxploitation suflcrcxl by copyrigh

try

o is not

at capping thc

ycars.'lhc

limrlcd to only thc Lerm olthc agrfi)mcnt but can also rclatc Lo unlair contractual
terms.'lhesc tcrms, which are oltcn hiddcn or unclcar, can k:ad Lo a significant
imbalance in rights and obligatir:ns, potcntially causrng linancial or othcr
dctriment lo Lhe wcakcr party. Understanding what constituLcs an unfair tcrm
and Lhc relevanl logal proLcctions 1s crucial lor boLh crcators and users oI
copyrightcd maLerial. Unlair Lcrms arc contracLu.ll provisions LhaL place one
party at a significant drsadvnntagc, going againsL thc principlcs oI good lalth and
lairncss.

'lhc Commr
tcrm oI agrcemcnt, licence or assignmcn L wtl1 not in itsell rcmcdy thc cxplotLation
embedded in thc industry. 'lhc Commitcc finds that therc is nccd in cvery
conLract of assignmcnt, Iiccnsc or Lransfcr to imply a tcrm that thc cconomic
righLs of the aulhor shall rcvcrL back k) Lhc auLhor on spccificd grounds inslcad

lLee has thcrclore considi:r<xl this mattcr and frndst

ol capping the pcriod of liccnsc or asslllnmcnt arbitrarily at 20

v-(
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grounds may includc whcrc thc conlract 1s Lcrmrnatcd, upon oxpiry of the term
of thc contract of assignmcnt, liccnsc or translcr, iI thc holdcr oI Lhc cconomic
righLs contract of assignmcnt, license or translcr bccomcs insolvcnt or bankrupt
and can no longer mceL thc contractual obligaLions to Lhc author or whcrc thc
conlracL ol assignmont, liccnsc or translcr covcrs thc right ol publication, Lhe

work goes ouL oI prinL or becomcs unavaiiablc lor a rcasonablc timc.

Recommendation

The Committee recotnmend.s that clduse 6 std.nds part of the Bill albeit
uith a.mendments to the proposed section 73A to remote the mafldatory
capping oJ the duratiort of the cofltract oJ assignment, liceflse or traflsfer
as proposed in the Bill,

6.5. Orphan works

Clausc 8 provides for Lhc rnscrtion of scction 1413 which provi c

rcmuncration lor thc usc oI all copyright works and q)mpcnsation to thc
oI such orphan works in Lhe cvcnl o[ thcir discovcry

Thc provision among othcrs allo$,s thc Minister to liccnsc a pcrson

manncr of its definition in the rntcrprctation sccLion

s for a liccnsing

cxploit

framcwork for orphan works, ensuring thaL unidcnLificd copyright works can bc
uscd lcgally u,hilc prcscrving thc origrnal ou,ncr's rights. 'lhis cnsurcs cquitablc

uthors

orphan works and once thc Ministcr has licenccd such a pcrson, thc liccnscc
can exploit all the cconomic righLs of Lhc aLrLhor.

Thc Commrttee has cxamincd thc provisron and agrccs with thc principlc set out
in thc provision. The Committcc howcvcr obscrvcs that Lhcrc is nccd to
harmonisc thc provisrcn with Lhc dclinition ol Lhr: word orphan works as
proposed in clausc 1 oI thc Bill. 'lhc Comrrittcc obscrvcs thaL thc proposal in
clausc 8 of the Bill rcsLricts the excrcisc of thc Ministcr's discretion Lo only
pcrsons rvho cannot bc idcnLihcd yct Lhc dctinition oI orphan works as proposcd
in clause 1 includcs pcrsons who cannoL bc lound as wcll as Lhose who cannot L
bc idcntiiied. Therc is thcrclorc nccd to harmonisc thc usc ol thc word and thc

Recomrnendation

In light of the o.bove, the Conmittee recommends that the prouision sto.nds
part of the Bill albeit @ith atnendnent to ho.r'7.onise clause 8 with clause
1 in relq.tion to the deJinition of the word orphan

/' 
(-
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5.6, Blocking, take-down and obstruction of infringing content

Clause 17 oI thc Bill inLroduces sccLion 494 in thc princlpal Act to cmpower the
Registrar oI Copyright or an owncr of copyrrghL works to issuc a noLicc for take
down orders to onlinc platlorms that hosL infringing contcnL. Tho lntention of thc
amcndment is to ensurc that digilal platform opcrators comply wiLh the law.

Bbcking, Lake down and obstruction oI infringing contcnt is uscd to protcct
copyrightcd works by rcqucsting onlinc scrvicc providcrs to rcmovc or disable
acccss to infringing materral. This proccss allows copyright holdcrs lo addrcss
unauLhorized use oI thclr work, such as copyrightcd imagcs, songs, or videos,

Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Crcativc IndusLries, thc Nationa] Culture
Forum, Uganda Rcproduction Rights Organisation, Uganda Pcrforming Rights
SocicLy, Uganda Fcdcration ol Movic Industry, rights holdcrs Associatlon, Ilon.
Magoola, Hon. Kiyaga and the Law llcform Commrssion, notcd LhaL u,hcrcas Lhc

proposal rn the Bill is noble and will cnhancc thc proLcction oI protcctcd works,
Lhc introduction of clausc 49A (,t) will havc a ncgativc cllcct on copyright
protcction in Uganda. Thc proposcd subscction (4) rcquircs that thc Rcgisttar
shall not issue an ordcr or noticc for blocking, Lakrng down or obslructing oI an

without rcsorting to lcngthy lef]al battlcs

Thc stakcholdcrs who presenLecl vicws and mcmoranda on thc Bill. (nc the

inlrrnging conLent unk)ss Lhc owncr oI Lhe copyright work has a ccr ficaLe of
rcgistrition as prool ol owncrship

The Committec linds that thc proposal in thc Bill to only offor protccLion to only

Thc stakeholdcrs rcasoncd Lhat the requircmcnt Lo have prool of ownership as a
ground lor issuing blocking, taking down or obstructing of an infringing content
will go against known principlcs of copyright protcction such as thc principle ol
automatic Protection which granLs copyright proLcction automatically_-upon
crcation and fixation of thc work, wlthout thc necd Ior rcgistration. - f
Thc CommiLtcc notcs that sectlon 3 (11 of the princrpal Act granls ,l-ankct
prol.cction to anv works that is original and rcduccd in matcrial lorm and lurLher
in slrbsecLion (2J rcquircs such works to bo protcctcd without any formalily. By
implicallon, copyright probction is automatic upon thc crcaLion oI an original
work, rcgardlcss of whcthcr rts offrcially rcgrsk)rcd.'l'hc Committce tinds Lhat
registraLion is mercly a volunLary proccss Lhat can ollcr addltlonal benefrts, but
it s not a prercquisitc [or copyright protccLion itsclf.

L

orvncrs of copyrrght works which arc rcg

/Ll

islcrcd ll r:roate mandatory
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rcgistration of copyright in Uganda, thercby infringing on thc protcction oI
crcalives jn situations wherc thc samc arc not rcgistcrcd.

Thc CommitLee obscrvos Lhat scction 45 providcs guidancc as to whcn protected
works arc dccmed to havr: bccn infringcd. Scction 45 guidcs Lhat inlringcment of
copyright or neighbouring righLs occurs whcre, without a valid transfcr, liccncc,
assignment or othcr authorisatlon, a pcrson dcals wiLh any work
or performance contrary Lo thc pcrmittcd lrcc usc and in particular wherc that
pcrson does or causcs or pcrmits anothcr pcrson to-

(a) rcproducc, Iix, duplicatc, cxtract, imitatc or imporL inLo Uganda otherwise
than lor his or hcr own privatc usc;

(b) distribute in Uganda by way oI sale, h1rc, rental or like manncrj or
(c) cxhibit to lhc public for commercial purposcs by way of broadcast, public

perlormance or otherwise.

'lhe Committee notos lhat in proving inlringcmcnt as guidcd by scction 45 oI the
Acl, the cerLiflcate of rcgistration is insufficicnt Lo provc Lhc inlringement. One
nccds to adducc thc copyright works for comparison with thc works Lhat is
allcged lo be inlringcd upon. 'lhc rcquircmcnL for a certllicatc oI registraLion
would thcrelore rcndcr thc provisions ol sccLjon 45 inopcrativc. 'lhc Commtttce
lherelore linds thaL thcrc is nccd Lo harmonlse Lhc proposals contajncd in scction
49A with the rcquiremcnts o[ scction 45 of thc principal Act by obligating a
pcrson who alleges that his or hcr copyright works have been inlringcd upon to
adduce evidence to providc thc inlringcment as rcquircd rn scclt)n 45 of Lhc Act.

'l'hc Commiltcc linds that iL 1s thcrolorc crronfi)us Lo rcquirc a ccrttficatc as prool
oI rnfringemcnt of copyright !\,orks. A ccrLificatc is mcrcly prooI of rcgistration oI
copyright works and noL a dcscription oI thc actual work LhaL has bccn infringcd
upon

Recommeddation

In light of the dboue, the Committee recommends that the proposed section
49A (4) be h@rrnonised. toith section 45 of the principal Act since in its
current joffi, the p
redundant.

rotision will rend.er section 45 inope r@tiae and

UM
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6,7, SufftcieDt evidelce in pitate incidents

Clausc l9 ol the Bill secks to amend scction 55 oI thc principlc Act to among
olhers, prescribe thc naturc oI sullicicnt cvidcncc. Thc Bill proposes thaL a

certificate oI reglstration may bc adcquaLc prooI of infringcmcnt oI copyright.

CurrcnLly scction 55 (1) cmpowcrs a right owncr u,ho has roasonable grounds to
bclieve that the importation of piratcd goods may takc placc to lodgc a complaint
in thc commercial court Ior thc suspcnsion o[ thc rc]casc of thc goods into
circulation. Subscction (2) cmpowcrs a pcrson who has inrLiated proceedings for
inlringement oI copyright u'orks to present cvrdcncc Lo thc sat-isfactlon oI court
that thcrc is infringcmcnt oI copyright and to supply
to makc thcm rcadily rccognisablc by customs.

'lhc provision allows thc pcrson Lo prcscnL any cvidcncc prov his case. The
brll in olaLrse l9 sccks to providc thc typc oI cvidcncc to bc prcscntcd Lo includc
a regrstration certificatc

dctailcd dcscr oI goods

thc objcction by

'l'hc stakeholders who prcscnlcd views and mcmoranda on thc Bill, including thc
Uganda ParliamenLary Folxm for Crcativc Industrics, thc National Culture
Forum, Uganda ReproducLion Rights Organisation, Uganda Pcrforming Rights
Socicty, Uganda Fedcration oI Movic Industry, rights holdcrs Association, Hon.
Magoola and Hon. Kiyaga, all objfi:tcd to Lhc proposal for Lhe reasons that-

(a) The requircment Lo spccil), Lhc rcgrstratron ccrtihcatc as cvidcncc that may
be presented may bc inlcrprctcd as giving Lhe rcgistration ccrtilicatc
supcrioriLy over al1 othor cvidcncc that a pcrson may rcly on in proving his
or hor casc. This u,rll inadvcrtcntly crcaLc a mandatory obligaLjon to
rcgistcr copyright works in Lotal disrcgard of thc provisrons of scction 3 oI
thc principal Act which bars any lormality in thc protccLion of copyright
works.

(b) Certilicate of owncrship isn't Lhc only conclusivc evidcncr: oI ownership
since copyrighLs owncrs can provc owncrship of copyrighL works through
presenLrng original work l1lcs, meLadaLa, publishing agrccments, licenses
or oLher cvid.'ncc ol o!(|nershio

'lhc Committee has cxamincd thc proposal tn thc lJ

stakcholdcrs and linds that thc provisron is a vcilcd attcmpL to tntroduce
mandaLory rcgistration oI copyright works contrary to thc provisions ol scction
3 (1) and (2) ol thc principal AcL and articlc 5 (2) of the Bcrn Convcntion and
article 20 o[ thc World Intcl]ectual Propcrty Organisation Performances and
Phonograms Trcaty 1996, \l,hich thc tlill sccks Lo domesti
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The Committec aiso obscrvcs that thc proposal rn Lhc Bill will l1mrl courts
drscretion to admiL any ovidcncc it sccs [it and is an unneccssary rcquirement
in light of scction 45 (1) and (2) oI thc principal Act which rcquircs that
"lnlringcmcnt of copyright or ncighbouring righLs occurs whcrc, without a valid
transfer, licence, assjgnment, or other auLhorlsation a person deals wrth any
work or pcrformancc conLrary Lo Lhc pcrmitled lrec use and in partlcular where
that person docs or causcs or pcrmits anothcr pcrson to

(a) reproduce, Iix, duplicatc, cxlracL, imiLatc, or import rnLo Uganda
otherwisc than lor his or hcr own privalc usc;

(b) distribuLc in Uganda by way of salc, hirc, rcnLal, or likc manner;
(c) cxhibit to thc public lor commcrc

public pcrformancc. or ,,l hcrwist .

ia1 purposcs by way oI cast,

The Committee finds that, as guidcd in scction 45, thc rcq cn to prove
infringement is to adducc cvidcncc that shows Lhat Lhe person dcalt with

,(;

cuplright norks uithnut curh('risJriL,n. fht ttrliliralc alo
r \crc was inlrinrlcmont. ....- l^

nc docs nol prove Lhat

c matter oiThe CommrlLee is awarc that courls in Uganda havc dcait wiLh th
dcLermmrng whethcr copyright works have bccn inlringcd upon and guidcd thaL
thc inlrrnging works and thc original rvorks must bc comparcd in order to lind
any simrlariLies bctwccn thcm, if any. Thc Committcc is awarc LhaL in Lhe casc
o[ Zeenode Lirnited. aersus The Attorneg Generq.l q.nd'2 Others,
Miscellaneous Applicdtion No,O347 of 2027, Mubiru .1, hetd that "I'he general
tesl for copyight infringement is uhether the accused .,ork is .so stmilar to the
applicant's lL,ork thcLt an ordinary redsondble person would conclude that the
respondent unlaufully appropiated the applicant's protectable expression by
taking out of it, maleial subslance arud uctlue." Thc lcarned judgc lurthcr
explaincd Lhat the two norks would bc rcgardr:d as substanLially similar, if thc
ordinary obscrvcr, unlcss ho or shc scL out to dcLcct thc dispariLics, would be
disposcd to ovcrlook Lhcm and rcgard thclr acsthctic appcal as thc samc.

Irurthcrmore, rn thc casc o[ Glorid Akech Vs Brooksid.e Ltd. and 2 others Clail
Suit No. 1055/ 2022, coutl held that a claimant rvould typically rely on
similaritics between thc works couplcd with cvidcncc that the dclcndanL had
acccss and opportunity to copy thc copyrighted work.

Thc Committee linds Lhat it is thcrclorc crroncous to rcqurre a ccrtificatc as proof
oI inlringement of copyright works. A ccrtificaLc is mcrcly prool oI rcgistration oI
copyright q'orks and not a dcscription ol Lhc actual work Lh:tt has bcon inlringed

Y
.D t.
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Recommendation

In light oJ the qbooe, the Con nittee recommends th@t the proposed section
55 (3) ufldet clause 79 be deleted since it ltds the eflect of ifltroduciftg
nandatory registt-ation oJ copgright l.1corks irt contr@uention oJ the
prouisions oJ section 3 (7) and (2) oj the princip@l Act o.nd article 5 (2) oJ
the Bern Conaention d.nd drticle 20 of the World Intellectual Propertg
Otgq.nis(rtion Perlormd.'rces afld Phonogra.ms Treqtg 7996, which the Bill
seeks to domesticdte,

6.8. Private Copy Remureration
(

During consideratron of Lhc Brll by thc Commi
mcmoranda lrom Lhc Ugaoda Parliamcntary Forum for Crcativo ]ndustrics, thc
National Culturc Forum, Uganda llcproduction I?iflhts Organisation, Uganda
Performrng RlghLs Soclcty, Uganda l,'cdcralion of Movic IndusLry, rights holders
Assocration, Hon. Magoola, Hon. Kiyaga and Ministr), of Gcnder, who all
advocatcd for thc crcation of a privatc copy rcmuneration. According Lo the
sLakeholders, privatc copy .cmuncration is a systcm whcrc crcators and rights
holders are compcnsatcd for thc privaLc, non-commcrcial copying oI their
works. This Lypically involvcs a lcry on dcviccs or mcdia Lhat can be uscd lor
copying, like smartphoncs or blank storagc mcdia. Thc aim is to providc larr

Ltcc. thc CommitLcc rccoivcd

, rrvhich is

rpr tc usc

compcnsaLlon Lo crcalors lor Lhc k)ss o[ rcvonuc duc to privatc copytng
generally permitlcd undcr copyright law for pcrsonal usc

According to stakcholdcrs, seclion 14 of the principal Act allows Io
oI copyright works undcr what rs callcd Iarr usc. 'l'he lair usc doctrinc pcrmiLs
the unlicensed usc oI copyrightcd works in certain situatrons. IL s an exccption
to copyrighL 1aw, allou,ing for Lhc usc oI copyrightcd matcrial without pcrmission
lor purposcs o[ ncws rcportrng, tcachlng, scho]arship, roscarch or by pcrsons
with disabilitics ctc. whilc privatc copying 1s gcncrzrlly pcrmiLled, it still impacts
the income of creaLors and rights holdcrs. For cxamplc, somcone truying a blank
CD to copy musrc means onc lcss CD purchascd lrom thc artisl. To addrcss this,
privaLe copy remuneration sysLcms aim to providc compcnsation lor this lost
revenue.

An cxamplc oI onc o[ the common mcthods ol implcmcnting LhL pr]vatc copy
rcmuncration is to impose a lcvy on Lhc salc oI rccording dcviccs (like
smartphones, tablcts, biank mcdra) and thc procceds arc sharcd bctwccn
(iovcrnmcnt and Lhc arLists dircctly or through coll

CEi>'
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According to Lhc stakcholdcrs who appcarcd bcforc thc CommitLcc, lhis mattcr
was brought to attcntion of GovcrnmcnL during thc Bjlls formulation procoss but
was rejecLed. 'lhe same maltcr was presented Lo the AG during the CommiLLee's
inleraction with thc AG u,ho advised againsL lmplemcrrting the privaLc copy
rcmuneration, reasoning thaL iL will affccL thc adoption and uptakc oI technology
gadgcts by thc masscs. It is also d isproportionatc sincc iL applics to gadgcLs and
olher devrces such as phoncs which may noL bc primarily uscd for consumptjon
oI copyright matcrial by majoriLy ol Ugandans.

On Lhcir part, thc stakcholdcrs avcrred that implcmcntrng Lhc privatc copy
remuneration is now an intcrnational bcst pracLicc $'hich is adopted in most
commonwealLh countrics such as Nigcria, Ghana, South
Africa, Malawi, Morocco, 'llnisia, and Capc Vcrdc . 'l'hr: Wcst African Economic
and Monetary Union (UllMOA) is also working towards implcmenLing a drrecLrvc
on private copying levies across its mcmbcr statcs (Bcnin, Burkrna Faso, Ivory
Coast, Guinca Bissau, Mali, Nigcr, Scncgal, and Togo). I\4any Europcan Union
mcmber statcs, including Ccrmany, Francc, Spain, ILaly, Bclgium, and thc
Ncthcriands, and othcr countrics such as Canada havc a privaLc copying lcr,y
system. Somc countries in Asia, likc Japan and SouLh Korea, havc also
implcmcnted such systems, though thcy arc lcss prcvalcnt in the Asian rcgion.

Thc stakeholders also avcrrcd Lhat implemcnLing thc privatc copy rcmunoration
will cnsure the crcativc industrics remain sustainablc drivcrs ofjobs and GDP
gro\a,th ln Uganda. lt will fucl growth in rclatcd scctors ]ikc tclccoms and gadgcLls
salcs by motivating artisLs to crcaLc morc qualily works and contenl. l'_l
The CommiLtcc has considerccl this mattcr and agrecs Lhat Uganda;troJa
implemcnt thc private copy rcmuncration duc to its benefits to artists and the
counlry. Apart from thc Country carning rncomc from enhanccd contcnt
productron and levies on gadgcts and dcviccs, this innovatton \\,ill light aflainst
povcrty amongst arlists and copyrights holdcrs try granLing them income lor
allowing thc lair usc oI thcir works by thc p
I']rincipal AcL.

(i) on private membcrs proposing lcUisl.rtion thaL has thc cflcct o[ imposing a ti{x
or Lhc altcration oI taxatioD othcrwisc Lhan rcduclion. Thc CommitLcc nolcs that
the proposal will requrrc imposing a 1cly or an addlLional lcry or rcquiring URA
to remit a perccntagc of thc tax collcctrxl lrom computcrs, casscLlo rccordcrs,
digital vidco discs, compact discs, machincs or dcviccs uscd lor duplicaling

Thc CommiLtee howcvcr nolcs thc ktgal impc nt

digital video discs or compact discs, printcrs and a

ts

ublic as ovidcd in sccLion 14 ofthe

posed undcr articlc 93 (a)

dcvlccs uscd lor



storagc oI inlorlnatbn to copyright owncrs or collccting socioLics. Thc imposition
oI a levy or Lax is nol a matLer that the Commiltcc can on its own undcrtakc
except where such a proposal is brought on bchalf of or conccdcd to by
(]overnment due to the hmiLations undcr article 93 ol the Constitution.

ln thc circumsLanccs, whcrcas the proposal lrom stakcholdcrs is noble, the
commiLtce is unablc to grant thc samc duc to thc iimitations imposcd undcr
articlc 93 of thc Constitution.

Recommendation

In light of the o.boue, the Committee recommeflds that Goternment studies
this tndtter d.nd proposes q.ppropri@te legislatiae interaention to address
the concern

5,9. Limited AI and Emerging Technology Provisions

Various stakeholders such as thc LDC, thc Minjstry oI (iicndcr, labour and Social
Dcvek)pmcnt and thc Uganda Parliamcntary lrorum for Crcativc Industries all
criticiscd the Bill lor noL addrcssing critical issucs rclating to copyright

arti[icial

tcchnologics,

o,.r,ncrship,
intclligcncc

authorship, and liability [or works gcncratcd or assisl.(x] by

The stakcholdcrs thc Committcc intcracLcd with rnclLrding Ugrlnda
Communication Commission, 'lhc Centrc lor Lau'and Emcrging 'Icchnologies
lcd by Advocatc RobcrL Kirunda, LDC, NflA U and others observcd Lhat
although artificial Intclligcncc tcchnologrcs incrcasingly contributc to Lhc
crcation, modification, and distribution of crcatrve works, thc absoncc oI cxpliciL
provrst)ns leaves unccrLarnty ovcr q,ho holds thc rrghts, how such works should
be protectcd, and rrvho bears rcsponsibility in cases oI infringcmcnt.

Thc sLakeholders also obscrvcd that the Bill lacks rcgulatory guidancc on thc
laq,ful use oI AI tools in contcnt creation, adaptation, and dissemrnalron. 'lhis
gap may lcad to legal ambiguitics, hindcr cnlorccmcnt, .rnd ncccssitaLc frequent
amcndments as tcchnology conLinucs to cvolvc. Whrlc thc Bill includcs
provisions lor tcchnological protcction mcasurcs, it docs noL cst.rblish a dynamic
lramcrvork for managing Al crcaLcd conLcnt, automatcd liccnsing systcms, or AI
drivcn, nlorcomcnl mcL'hianisms.

'l'he stakcholdcrs cmphasrsed that rl.ithout such forward-looking provisions, the
lcgislation may strugglc to addrcss tho comp

f
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including automatcd conlcnL gcncratron, block chain bascd rights managcmcnt,
and algorithmic cnforccmcnl. 'lhrs omrssion incrcascs Lhc likclihood that thc law
will requirc lrequenL amendmenLs Lo kccp pacc with tcchnoJogical
advancemenLs, potentially lcading to rcgulatory uncortainty and gaps in
protcction or enforcement.

Thc Committce has cxamincd thc proposals madc by thc stakcholders and linds
that as AT becomcs morc dccply intcgrakd rnto thc crealive field, thc distinctron
bctween human-created works and machinc gcncraLcd oncs is bccoming
rncrcasingly imporlanL yct copyright laws arc currcntly dcsigncd for human
crcaLivcs rather than crcatives madc Lhrough artilicial intclligcncc. Advanccs in
computing and computaLional pou,cr havo cnablcd Al systcms to lcarn and
rcplicate artistic stylcs from vast datascts, mimicking human crcations with
growing accuracy.

'l'hc ability o[ AI to gcncratc crcaLive q,orks presents complcx challongcs rn lhc
rcalm of intcllccLual propcrty. With sufficicnt compuLational powcr and tralnlng
data, the CommrLtee notes th.rt thcrc arc challongcs in distinguishing between
content created by humans and that produccd by machincs. This sccnario forces
us to rcconsidcr existing lcga1 framcworks and dccidc what kind ol proteclion, rf
any, AI generatcd q,orks shouid rccorvc, cspccially whcn human tntervcn
minimal or nonexistcnt

'lhc Commitlce notcs Lh.rt currcnLl_1/, copyright law mainLains thc c

on 1s

n crion oI
originaJity, and only natural pcrsons arc rccognizcd as copyriUht holdcrs
Additionally, thcrc rs dcbatc ovcr whcthor AI-generated works should bc
considered dcrivative of thc soltwarc owncr who dcvclops and trains thc AI
system, thc uscr who providcs Lhc prompts to gcneratc thc co_ntcnt, or thc
copyright holders ol the r,r,orks usccl t,, tro, 

- 
,n. n, :f

'lhc Committcc noLcs various countrics, cspccially in Europc and Amcrica have
issucd policy dircctives and amondcd thcir lcgislatrons to catcr lor AI in the field
oI copyright protcction. Tho Commjttcc agrccs with the stakcholdors that Uganda
must amcnd its intcllcctual proporty laws to addrcss thc issucs and challcngcs
prcsenLed by AI in thc frcld oI copyright

ReconInendation

The Committee recommeftds that the intellectuq,l propertg lanos be
@mended. to cdter lor Artificial intelligence

t
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7.O. CONCLUSION

Thc Committec rccommcnds
armondmcnts attached hcrcto

that thc Bill bc passcd subjccL to thc roposed

\
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO COPYRIGHT AND NEIGHBOURING RIGHTS

(AMENDMENT) BtU., 2025

CIAUSE I : AMENDMENT OF CAP 222

Clouse I is qmended-

(o)ln poroqroph {o)-

(i)

(v)

ln the definition of "broodcosting". by inserting immediotely betore
the word "wireless", the word "wire or"j

(ii) in the def nition of "orphon works, by inserting immediate y ofter the
word "found", the words "or is unknownj

(iii) in the definition of "sound recording", by inserling immedioteLy ofter
the word "lhereof", lhe words "whelher os a slondolone fixotion or os

incorporoted or used ln other medio oiter the inllio fixotion";

(iv) in the definition of "circumvent o technologico prolection meqsure",
by inserting the foLLowing phrose ot the end of the provision-

"withauf fhe oufhority af lhe capyright owneri';

by inserling the following deflnitlons in their oppropriole order in lhe
bi -

'ortificio rntel gence work' meons work generoled by on ortificioL
inielligence system through humon creolive input, direci on, supervision or
substontiol modificotion to quolify for copyright proleclion under this Act."

'collecting socieiy' meons on orgonisolion opproved qnd oulhorized by
the Reglstror of Copyright, which hqs os its mqin oblect or one of its moin
objecls, the negoliqling for the colection ond d stribut on or royoliies ond
the grqnling or licenses in respect or the use or copyright works or
neighbouring r ghts"i
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"reprogrophic copying" meons the process of reproducing documents,
drowings or olher moterols using technicol, rnechonicol or eleclronic
mea ns";

"techno ogicol proteciion meosure" rneons iechnology, device, product
or component thot ls, in the ordinqry course of operofion, ncorporoted
into copyright works qnd is designed to prevent or nhibit the infringement
of ony copyrighi or reloted rights"

"lroining Doloset" meons the dotoset, including copyrighted works, used
to troin on Artificio lnielligence model or system;

(vi) by inserting immediotely ofter porogroph (c). the following-

"in lhe definitlon of "derivotive work". by inserling immediotey ofter
the words "originol work', the words "including work generoted by on
ortif iciol inlelligence system".

Justilicolion

Ihe amendment lo fhe phrose "circumvent o iechno/ogico/ protecton
meosure" is inlended to hormonise lhe definttion wifh the monner t'he
phrose is used under the Warld lnlellectuol Praperty Arganizot'ian
(WIPA) fromewark.

Ihe omendmenf proposed lo the definitton of lhe phrose "arphon warks"
is lo hormonise the definifian wifh the monner fhe phrose is used in c/ause
6, the prapased secilon l3A ond to further creole a disiinct'ion between
ihe use of lhe phrose qnd capyrighf works owned by ononymous persons

or under a pseudonym.

The definitian of ihe phrose "Technalogicol prolect'ian meqsure" is to
enhonce lhe undersionding of lhe phrose since ii is used rn fhe defnitian
oF fhe phrose "circumvenl q technalagical protect'lon meosure.

Io define ihe phrose "reprogrqphic copying" since fhe phrose rs used
numerausly in fhe Bill.

2lPa'r.



fo define the word "collecting sociely" since ihe word is used numerous/y
in fhe Bill ond in lhe principol Acl wilh definitian.

Ihe qmendmeni of fhe word "sound [ecord]ng" rs fo ensure lhol lhe right's

in pre exlstrng sound recordlnets ore nol offected by thet inclusion in on
oudiavisuol wark.

The dehntion of the words "ortificiol intelligence
Doloset"," orfificiol intelligence and " derivative wark",
orlificiol intelligence ospects in the Bill ond principol Act

work", "training
rs to incorporot'e

INSERIION OF NEW CI.AUSES IMMEDIATEI.Y AFTER CTAUSE 3

The Bill is ornended by inserling immediqlely ofter clquse 3, the following

"lnsertion of seclion 44 in principol Acl

The principol Aci is omended by inserting immedialely after seclion 4, the
following-

"4A. Artificiol intelligence work to be protected

(l) Works generoted by on orlificio inlelligence syslem sholl be eligible for
copyright protection lf the works-

(o)hos been supervlsed, directed or subsiontiolly modified by o
noturql person ; qnd

(b)is origino .

(2) A deve oper or user who inlends to develop ony work uslng on ortificiol
lntelligence system shqll -

(o) obto n the consent of the oulhor of the work 10 be used in

troining dqlqset; qnd

(b) mointoin pub cly occessible records of the generql
colegories ond sources of confent used Ln troining dotoset.
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(3) A developer shol rnpLernent technicol sqfeguords to prevent the
reproductlon of troining dotq qnd shqll provide c eor usoge guidellnes 10

users for the use of lhe qrlificiq inteligence tools.

(4) The Minister mqy, by stotuiory instrument
(q)regu ote the use of copyrighl works in qrlificiol inte ligence

systems; ond

(b)prescr be the crlterio to be opplied lo works generoted using
ortificiol inlelligence systems to determlne whelher lhe work is

originol.

Juslificotion

Io provide for warks which ore eligible for copyright' protect'ion ond lhe
use of copyright mqterial in orlificiol infe//igence sysfems

Ta empower t'he Minster io prescribe t'he criteria io be opp/ied io works
generoled ustng orfiftciol intelligence syslems 1o determine whether lhe
work is ariginal.

USE 5: AMENDMENI OF SECTION I I PRIN IPAI.

Clouse 5 is omended in the porogrqph {b). by substltuting for subsection {4), the
following-

"(4) A controct of qssiqnment, licence or tronsfer to do on oct folling
within o copyrlght sholl be in wriling".

Juslificolion

. For camplefeness, lo hornonise fhe proyrslon with lhe heodnate by
including the ossignment' ond lronsfer of a canfract in the proposed
subseciion 141.

4l r' ;r e .



E 6: INSERTION Ot SECTIONS l3A AND 1 B

Clquse 6 is amended-

(o) by substiluting for lhe proposed section l3A, lhe following-

" 13A. Reversion of economic rights in copyright to outhor
(1) ln q conlrqct of ossignrnent, license or lrqnsfer, there s on impLied

term thot the economic rights in a copyright sholl reverl to the
outh or-

(q)upon terminotron of the conlroct of qssignment, license or
tronsferi

(b)upon expiry of the term of the controct of ossignment,
license or tronsfer:

(c) if the holder of the economic rights in the contrcct of
ossignment, license or transfer becomes inso vent or
bonkrupl ond can no longer meet the contrqcluql
obligotions lo the oulhor;

(d)where the controct of ossignment, license o|tronsfer covers
the right of pub icqlion, the work goes out of prinl or
becomes unovoioble for o reosonqble lime;

(e)flve yeors before the expiry of the durot on of protection of
the copyright works undelthis Act; or

(f) for ony other reoson os moy be prescribed by the Minister,
by slotutory instrument.

12) The Minister moy, by stotutory inslrurnenl. prescribe lhe procedure
of reverting the ossignment, license or trqnsfer of copyrlght to the
outhor.

(b)in the section l38 (l )-

(i) in the proposed porogrophs (o) qnd (b). by deleting ihe word
"effeclive", wherever ihe word oppeors in lhe provision;
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(ii) in the proposed porqgrqph (b), by inserting imrnediolely ofter the word
"technologicql", wherever the word oppeqrs, the word "protection".

Justificotion

ihe proposed secflon I3A is reploced since the proyrsion os proposed in
the Bill will lrustrate freedam of confrocl ond unlowf ully deprives copyrigh'l
owners lhe full utilisofian af thei rights;

to odopt internalianai besl procflces t'hot ollaw the reversion of the righfs
of an out'hor under specrfic circumslances.

To ernpawer authors who hoye ossigned thet righls in a capyright warks
far the life af t'he copyright' prior to the commencemeni of the Capyrighl
ond Neighbouring Act ta claim bock t'hef rights. five yeors before ihe
slotulory pralectian of the righfs end.

Ihe ornendrnents proposed in l38 ore inlended fo-

'. Delet'e the ward "effective" since ihe word is redundont and
sub/eclive.

To inserl the ward "protection" in order lo harmonise ihe proylsron
wit'h the usoge af the word under the Warld lnfellectuol Praperly
Arqonizotian (wlPa) fromewark

CTAUSE 7: AMENDMENI OF SECTION I4 Of PRINCIPAI ACI

C ouse / is omended in pqrogroph (b), in the proposed porogroph (l), by
inserting immediote y ofter the word "museum", the words "for use by o
beneficiory person, olher lhon for comrnerciol use."

Justificqlion

Ihe omendmeni will pratect' rlghis owner's inieresls by /imiling occess t'o

their works by beneficiory persons os required in ihe Mofokesh Ireoty io
Fociiilote Access io Pub//shed Works by Persons who ore Blind, Visuolly
lmpotred ar Olherwise Prinl Disobled. 2413.
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C ouse 8 is qmended in the proposed sec'iion l48 (2), by inseri ng immediotely
ofter the word "found", the words "idenlified or is unknown."

Juslificqtion

Io horrnonise lhe provlsion with fhe definttion of fhe phrose "orphon
works" in clause 1 of the Bill.

CI-AUSE 'l I: INSERTION OF S ECTION 39A IN PRINCIPAI. ACT

Clouse I 1 is qmended in the proposed section 39A-

(o)in subsection (2),

(i) by substituting for poragroph (o), the following-

"(o) outhor, thirtv oer cenl i30%);

(ii) by inserting immediotely ofter the pqrogroph (o), the following-

"performer, thirtv oer cenl i30%);"

(b)by inserting immedioiely ofter subsection (2). the following new subsections

"The remunerqlion to be poid under subsection (2) sholl be computed on
the net revenue eorned by the person exploiling the works of the ouihor
or perforrner qs cqller rlng bock ione ofter poymeni of ony qpp icqble
loxes;

A conlract for explolting the works of ihe quthor or performer qs coller ring
bock tone rn exislence before lhe commencement of this Aci sholl
contLnue in existence as if the some wos mode under this Ac1 except lhol
the remunerol on under the controct shq I be the rote prescribed under
subseciion {2)."

7li,r:rr
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Juslificolion

To ossrgn fhe oulhar ond perfarmer sepqrqt'e eniil/emenfs srnce eoch hos
indivtduol rights in lhe capyrighf over caller ring back t'unes.

To exlend the validity of cont'rocfs far coller ring bock lones and require
t'he poyment of roies prescrlbed under the Bill

Ta specify, for clarity, fhat the remunerolion rs bosed an the net revenue.
ofter fox.

Clouse l7 is omended in the
subsection (4) the following-

proposed section 49A, by subsliluling for

"(4) The Registrqr sholl not issue on order or noiice for biocking, laking
down or obstructing of infrlnging contenl unless the owner of the
coDVrioht Droves thot on infrlnoeme t of copvriqhl works hos occurred os

fo hormonise fhe proposed subsecttan (4) with secfion 45 of the principol
Act which describes when on infringemenf of copyright qnd neighbauring
righfs is deemed to ioke p/ace.
The certificate of ownershlp 6 nat proof ol infrlngerneni since il does nol
contain the copynghf olleged to hove been inl"ringed.
Ihe proposed sub seciron 14) is omended since ii hos ihe effeci of
intraducing mondot'ory regist'rofian af capyright works in conirovent'ron of
fhe provlsions of seclion 3 (l ) qnd (2) ot the principol Act ond prlncrp/es
prescribed under lhe WorLd lnte lectuol Properly Orgonizqlion
(W PO) fromework which gronls b/onket proiectron to ony copyrighf works
wilhout qny farmalilies such os regislroflon.

CIAUSE l9: AMENDMENT Ot S ECTION 55 OT PRINCIPAL ACI

required in section 45."

Juslificqlion

Clquse l9 is omended by de eting porogroph (b)

8lP.rqr,
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Justificqlion

Ihe proposed seciion (3) is redundoni in /ighf of sectron 45 of the principol
Act which describes when on infringement of capyrighf and neghbauring
righls ls deemed io fake p/oce.
Ihe proposed sub seclion f3l is de/eied since if hos fhe effecf af
intraducing mondqtary registration of copyrighf warks in conlrovenlian af
ihe provisrons of section 3 (1) and (2) af fhe pnncipol Act ond onicb 5 (2)

of ihe Bern Convenfion ond ort'icle 2A of the Warld lntelleclual Praperty
Argonisolian Perfarmances ond Phonagrorns lreofy 1996, which lhe Bill

seeks lo domesfic, which prahibif the lmposition of fornalilies on bat'h fhe
enjayment ond enfarcement of copyright works.

CLAUSE 20: SUBSTIIUTION OF SECTION 56 OT PRINCIPAL ACT

Clouse 20 is qmended in the proposed section 56-

(o)ln subsecton (1), by sutrstituling for the words "q group of persons", the
words "qny lhirty or more people"i

(b)in subseclion (2), by inserting immedioteLy ofter porogroph (o), the
following new porogrophs-

"q copy of the orticles ond rules of the colLecling sociely,"

"o copy of the cerlificote of incorporotion os o compony limited by
guorontee wlthoui shore copitol, issued by the Registror of
Componies;"

(c)by subsiituting for subsection (3), the following-

Juslificolion

"(3) The Registror sho i not regisler more lhqn two collecling
socielies in respect of the scme bundLe of rights ond cotegory of
works.

Ta graup of persons os used ln fhe Bl// ls ombiguous and will foce
enfarcement chollenges srnce il is noi cerlqin os io how mony peaple ore
required io esiob/ish q coilectron sociefy.

9lras!



. fo ho[monrse ihe provision wiih seclion 58 af the Act' whtch require o
callect'ing saciety to hove 30 peop/e os o mrnimum.

. Io requie Callect'ing Socieiies be incarparoted by ihe Registror of
Companies ond reguloied by the Regisfror af Copyrighl in arder fa
seporolron ncarparot'ion of co/iecfing socleties ond ihe regulotton of fheu
operolions.

. To require coileciing sociefres to be nol for profil orgonisofrons.

. Io reslricl the regisiror io anly register nal mare lhon 2 colleciing socieiies
for eoch bundle ar rights

CIAUSE 2l: AMENDMENT OF SE CTION 57 OF PRINCIPAL ACT

Clouse 2l is omended in porqgrqph (o), by inserting immediole y ofter the
proposed porogroph (bo). 'l'e fol owi'rg-

"(bb) in consultotion with its members, to prescribe fees for accessing
copyright works owned by its members j"

Justificqlion

. Io enob/e callection soclet/es sei fees for occessing capyright works

owned by iis members.

10 lir,,s.


